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Study of the relationship between knowledge and power 
in history is nothing new in the humanities—indeed it is a 
classical subject of scholarship—and yet the knowledge-
power nexus has not much been pursued in studies of the 
history of Japan’s colonial empire. The framework of 
postwar research on Japan’s colonies has become rigidly 
fixed around the direct coercion of colonial rule and the 
national independence movement that directly confronted 
it; there has not been much room for problematizing the 
more ambiguous realm of inquiry in which Japanese 
and local intellectuals made compromises with authority 
without abandoning their will to resist it.
In recent years, however, attention in colonial area 
studies has been focused on how the colonial power 
sought to spread its influence in local society through 
channels other than those of direct force. More in-depth 
discussion is taking place about the way colonial people 



























the wind, splashes leaping in delight off pavements, gentle 
sifting rains, and dripping-drizzling rains. On cloudy days, 
it seems as if the clouds are fooling around in the skies, 
chasing each other back and forth. On snowy days, the 
snowflakes fall like flower petals, spinning and whirling 
about, and flying along the ground until the sky and earth are 
completely white—a scene of indescribable loveliness. Our 
windows frame the changing beauties of the four seasons. 
And it is a very quiet place. Close by is a bird sanctuary 
where the calls of many different songbirds conjure up a 
virtual symphony. Occasionally monkeys and deer make 
bold daytime visits to the Center’s garden, making it seem 
like a little garden of paradise. With the glory of the cherry 
blossoms in spring, the gorgeous greenery of trees and 
grasses in summer, the bright foliage of the mountains and 
pathways in autumn, and the pristine white of the snow 
in winter—Nichibunken’s landscapes are wonderfully 
beautiful.
I have been very fortunate to meet and work with the 
professors at Nichibunken as well as the Narrative Literary 
Society, and other scholars. And, while my studies are still 
far from adequate, I have become something of an authority 
on Japanese setsuwa in Vietnam, thanks to all their guidance 
and support. I can never thank them enough. And I hope that 
my association with Professor Komatsu and the Narrative 
Literary Society will continue for many years to come.
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伊勢神宮と遷御の儀
ジョン・ブリーン（教授）
On the Sengyo Rite at Ise, 2013
John BREEN (Professor)
筆者は今、伊勢の近代史を執筆中。その伊勢では、








I am writing a modern history of the shrines in Ise, a 
sacred site where a remarkable event has just taken place 
on 2 October: the sengyo rite. This ritual climax to 8 
years of events saw Amaterasu, sun-goddess and imperial 
ancestor, vacate her old shrine and enter the new, on a site 
adjacent. The old shrine will be dismantled next year, and 
in its place a replica will appear twenty years hence. The 
sun-goddess will move again. And so this extraordinary 











The collaborative research project begun this year 
“Knowledge and Power in Japanese Colonial Empire” 
examines “knowledge” in the various forms in which 
it appeared—scholarly knowledge, official policies and 
plans, ideology, slogans, and so forth—and observes the 
role played by such knowledge in Japan’s imperial rule of 
Taiwan, Korea, and so-called Manchukuo as well as the 
knowledge of the subjects of colonial rule. The project 
plans to discuss a broad range of topics, including the 
scholarly activity of the Japanese intelligentsia in the 
colonial areas, the thinking of those in charge of govern-
ment policy, and knowledge among the colonial peoples.
We ourselves, we realize, as members of academia 
today, face the issues of knowledge and power on a 
daily basis. We have to be careful not to introduce our 
contemporary perspectives into our analysis of history. 
Nevertheless, considering the arena of colonial areas 
where knowledge and power were inevitably and closely 
related is a subject of very immediate significance in the 
present day.
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